CHAPTER IX.

SYMBOLIC.

How natural, in all decisive circumstances, is Symbolic Re-
presentation to all kinds of men! Nay, what is man's whole
terrestrial Life but a Symbolic Representation, and making
visible, of the Celestial invisible Force that is in him? By
act and word he strives to do it; with sincerity, if possible;
failing that, with theatricality, which latter also may have
its meaning. An Ahnacks Masquerade is not nothing; in
more genial ages, your Christmas Guisings, Feasts of the
Ass, Abbots of Unreason, were a considerable something:
sincere sport they were; as Almacks may still be sincere
wish for sport. But what, on the other hand, must not sin-
cere earnest have been; say, a Hebrew Feast of Tabernacles
have been! A whole Nation gathered, in the name of the
Highest, under the eye of the Highest; imagination herself
flagging under the reality; and all noblest Ceremony as yet
not grown ceremonial, but solemn, significant to the outmost
fringe ! Neither, in modern private life, are theatrical scenes,
of tearful women wetting whole ells of cambric in concert, of
impassioned bushy-whiskered youth threatening suicide, and
suchlike, to be so entirely detested: drop thou a tear over
them thyself rather.

At any rate, one can remark that no Nation will throw-by
its work, and deliberately go out to make a scene, without
meaning something thereby. For indeed no scenic indi-
vidual, with knavish hypocritical views, will take the trouble
to soliloquise a scene: and now consider, is not a scenic Na-
tion placed precisely in that predicament of soliloquising;